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PRESS INFORMATION
December 14, 2006
GREAT CORNISH INVENTION AIMS TO TACKLE £2.3 MILLION ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEM

Trust innovative Cornwall to come up with a practical answer to an issue rated as a ‘Top Ten’ nuisance in a recent European survey -  the cause of 226,000 complaints to local councils every year, a serious threat to human health, farming & wildlife, and a problem which comes with a £2.3 million clean-up price tag every year!

What are we talking about? Dog fouling!

Now a Local Solution to this National Problem is being launched which provides a fresher, simpler way for the owners of the UK’s 6.5 million dogs to clean up after their pets.

Developed by Truro-based entrepreneur Alison Vaughan, who previously worked in high-tech engineering before moving into the environmental and conservation sector - most latterly at one of the Country’s leading environmental pioneers, The Eden Project, the muksak offers dog walkers the encouragement they need to behave responsibly and dispose of their pets’ waste safely and hygienically.

Alison’s idea came to her whilst she was out rambling with dog-owning friends, when she witnessed how they struggled with their consciences to do their environmental duty, whilst still enjoying their walk. “This set me thinking about what would help encourage responsible behaviour. It was obvious – we had to use design technology to make the whole process less of a trial for the squeamish.” 
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The appeal of this ‘why didn’t I think of that?’ innovation lies in its simplicity – a small, easily-portable, moulded plastic container with (and here’s the clever bit!) a specially-designed seal and click-lock that guarantees its contents will be smell and leak-proof. Owners simply place their retrieved bags of waste inside the muksak and whether it is tucked into a bag, carried by hand, or attached to a belt, they can then forget all about it until they can conveniently & hygienically dispose of the contents. And that leaves them free to enjoy the rest of their journey, unencumbered and confident that it won't crush, leak or stain, and will withstand the usual knocks of any country hike. 

With one in five UK households owning at least one dog, and the country’s 6.5 million dogs producing an alarming 1,000 tonnes of faeces every day, the launch of muksak represents a desirable solution for this hotly-debated topic and will be welcomed by more than just the dog-owning British public. 

The Forestry Commission, among the country’s largest landowners, with thousands of miles of popular dog-friendly trails, including Cardinham Woods in Cornwall. Their Communications Manager Carl Smith says, “Dog mess is an environmental hazard to our woodland, and at a personal level it can simply spoil the enjoyment of our beauty spots. We welcome anything which helps owners to clear up when their dog has answered the call of nature, and we return the favour by providing plenty of dog bins.”

Alison adds, “From both personal and professional experience, I am excited to think of the difference that muksak could make to our environment, to our footpaths and to our local neighbourhoods. Not just in providing a much pleasanter experience for dog owners, but potentially as a benefit to local councils in their horrendous collection & disposal costs and, more importantly, as a way of minimising the potential threat dog faeces represents to human health, farming and wildlife. And then let’s not forget the experience of those who have to clear up or strim our verges and public green areas!”
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muksak FACTS …

( Dog mess is rated as a ‘Top 10’ nuisance, topping the chart in a recent European survey, and consistently one of the highest sources of complaints by the public to MPs, local councillors and local authorities. 

( Councils receive around 226,000 complaints about dog fouling every year 

( There are 6.5 million dogs in the UK, producing around 1,000 tonnes of faeces every day 

( Cost to British taxpayers of clearing up after dogs is around £2.3 million every year.

( muksak (www.muksak.com) has been developed in Cornwall, is being launched in Cornwall, and will go on sale first in Cornwall. This is ahead of a national roll-out and online ordering service.

MORE INFORMATION

For more information, or to arrange an interview with muksak inventor Alison Vaughan, please phone Mark Nicholson on 07785 956861 or Julie York on 07774 207870
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